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At his leather studio in Kyogle, 

Mario Sanchez Huertas didnôt 

know his bag was a showstopper 

until he was sent a message. 

ñIôm part of several leather 

working online communities,ò 

Mario said. ñThey posted images 

of the displays and sent me a 

message when they found out 

my piece had won first place in 

the Bag Category.ò  

Mario entered the Sydney Royal 

Easter Show in 2023. 

ñI entered for the first time and 

won two second prizes with my 

two entries. This year I wanted 

to get a blue ribbon,ò he said.  

His bag that draws inspiration 

from leaves got that blue ribbon. 

ñThe bag uses a special          

technique I have developed to 

make the leather look like they 

are leaves,ò Mario said.  

ñIt is labour intensive and is 

completely done by hand,       

including the colouring, using 

dyes.  It took roughly  a whole 

week to make, equating to about 

40 hours of work.ò 
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SHOWSTOPPER 
Mario bags first prize at Sydney Royal Easter Show 
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What about a street piano 

in Stratheden Street ? 
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Councillor Olivia Taylor put forward 

an idea about a piano on Stratheden 

Street at the Kyogle Council meeting 

on Monday, April 14. 

ñThis is close to my heart,ò Ms       

Taylor said. ñWhen I was a child, I 

saw a teenager playing Snake 

Charmer on the piano.ò 

Ms Taylor was asked by a resident 

about the possibility of a street piano 

in Kyogle. Uki has two street pianos. 

In her submission to the council, Ms 

Taylor said pianos in public places, 

also called street pianos were         

appearing around the country. 

ñThis movement aims to create      

opportunities for community         

interaction and artistic expression, 

whilst making music accessible to            

everyone, no matter their             

background or financial status,ò     

Ms Taylor said. 

Street pianos had the potential to 

transform public spaces into vibrant 

and engaging areas and have a       

positive impact on neighbourhoods, 

she said. 

ñThe decorating of the pianos by    

local artists and community groups 

fosters a sense of community       

ownership and in turn can deter 

vandalism.ò 

Councillors and staff discussed the 

idea and it was decided that the 

street piano be considered once the 

masterplan for the CBD, including 

Stratheden Street was completed. 

Councillor Janet Wilson said she 

came from a generation ñwhere we 

all learnt the piano.ò 

Ms Wilson said there were two       

pianos in the KMI Hall. 

Mayor Danielle Mulholland said she 

has a piano she could donate. 

While everyone liked the idea, it was 

put on hold for now. Tickling the 

ivories on the streets of Kyogle will 

not be heard ï not yet. 

! ƳƻŎƪ-ǳǇ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƻŦ YȅƻƎƭŜΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ LƴŘȅbwΦŎƻƳ 

{Ƙƻǿ ƴŜǿǎ 
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Mario doesnôt shy 

away from a leather 

challenge. 

ñI love making leather 

look like other           

materials, in particular 

leaves. The inside (of 

the bag) is completely 

lined to look like it is 

leaves.ò  

Mario does small     

custom jobs like 

sheaths, pouches but 

doesnôt take on large 

custom jobs like bags.   

ñI am at a stage in my 

practice where I like to 

have more freedom 

with what I make,ò he 

said. 

In other show news, 

the Northern Districts 

exhibit came second 

for display and fourth 

overall in this yearôs 

show. See photo below 

of this yearôs exhibit. 
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Flat White vs. Espresso: 
How Australia Evolved 
Italian Coffee Culture 

 
Coffee is sacred in both Italy 

and Australia, but their        

approaches couldnôt be more 

different. In Italy, coffee 

means espressoða short, 

intense shot enjoyed quickly 

at the bar. Itôs a daily ritual, 

deeply ingrained in Italian 

culture. No takeaway cups, no 

milk-heavy inventions, just 

pure, strong coffee. 

Australia, however, took Ital-

ian espresso and transformed 

it. With a wave of Italian im-

migrants bringing their coffee 

traditions in the mid-20th 

century, Aussies developed a 

new styleðthe flat white.  

This smooth, velvety drink, 

made with a double shot of 

espresso and silky steamed 

milk, became an evolution of 

the Italian cappuccino but 

with a finer microfoam and 

stronger coffee flavour. 

Unlike Italy, where coffee 

is a quick break, Australi-

ans turned it into an expe-

rience. Cafes became social 

hubs, and baristas focused 

on innovation, perfecting 

techniques and creating 

the specialty coffee scene 

that is now world-renowned. 

So, who wins? Italy gave the 

world espresso, but  Australia 

elevated it.  

From precise milk texturing to 

an obsession with quality 

beans, Aussie coffee culture has 

taken Italian roots and created 

something truly unique.  

Whatôs your pick? Classic      

Italian espresso or Australiaôs 

creamy flat white? Let us know. 

Stay tuned for more Italian-

Aussie food curiosities in this 

column. Ciao! 
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Village Hall Players brings the comedy 12       
Incompetent Jurors to the stage. The play will 
be touring over three weekends in May at:  

Wiangaree Hall at 7pm on May 10,  

Ettrick Hall at 2pm on May 18 and  

Eden Creek Hall at 2pm on May 25.    

There will be three shows at the KMI Hall, 
Kyogle on May 11, 17 and 24. 

Tickets are $20 are on sale at Clay Corner,  
Summerland Way, Kyogle and online at          
villagehallplayers.com 
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Wanna be in a commercial? 
Supercheap Auto is set 

to film a commercial in 

Kyogle for four days on 

May 22ï27. 

This is the second time 

the brand has shot a 

commercial in Kyogle 

Country with the first 

one shot in 2018. 

This yearôs production 

will require some      

temporary road            

closures in and around 

the town centre and   

Supercheap Auto is 

working with the 

Kyogle Council to    

minimise disruptions. 

Content manager Reece 

Moger said that 

Kyogleôs picturesque 

buildings and pro-film 

attitude is a big reason 

why the company is   

returning. 

The commercial will be 

produced by TAXI Film 

and the production will 

bring about 100 cast 

and crew to the region. 

ñWeôre also hoping to 

employ locals as      

background extras, as 

well as work with local 

auto clubs to source            

vehicles,ò Mr Moger 

said. 

Locals interested in  
being a background  
extra are asked to email 
photos of themselves 
and a brief description,        
including name, age 
and contact details to 
production@taxifilm.tv  

If you have any        
questions relating to 
the production email 
shoot@taxifilm.tv 
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Landslips a danger, Lions 

Road closed until next year 

Kyogle Council had hoped to open the Lions Road 
for the Easter school holidays, unfortunately the 
damage sustained as a result of ex-cyclone Alfred, 
exacerbated by recent rainfall, means that is now 
not possible.  

The geotechnical review identified five different 
hazards including downslope landslides, rockfalls 
from above and upslope landslides. 

The biggest risk is a downslope landslide for        
several reasons including: unstable state of        
exposed fill and collapsed roadway including      
further cracking, the potential for a rapid failure 
without warning and the depth of void below the 
road meaning road users are particularly            
vulnerable to serious injury or worse should a   
vehicle impact the hazard. 

Any traffic loading on the remaining roadway 
would be bearing directly on the ñzone of             
influenceò of the downslope 

The recommendation of the review is for a         
continued full road closure.   
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Local news in pictures 
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