
¢I9 LbY¸ ±9w{Lhb hC Lb5¸bwΦ/ha Chw t9ht[9 ²Ih [LY9 ¢h 

Ih[5 ! b9²{t!t9w Lb ¢I9Lw I!b5{ FREE  !ǇǊƛƭ млΣ нлнр 

ω {¦{!bb! Cw9¸a!wY 

Broadwater School students 

rushed in to see their new    

classrooms when the school   

reopened after being closed     

for three years. In 2022,          

the school was ruined by         

rising floodwaters.                               

Parents and students fought to 

get their school rebuilt and the 

first day back was epic.  

On March 31, the students 

walked from Broadwater      

Community Hall to their school 

up the road ð 45  students, their 

families and past students       

celebrated the return to a  

school built 4 metres above the 

ground with new classrooms 

and playground. 

For the past three years, the 

school has been operating out  

of Evans River School.          

(continued page 3) 
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 It was a three year waité finally itõs  
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MAIN PIC: A roller 

skating rink on the 

corner of  Barker and 

Hickey streets was 

converted to an open 

air picture theatre in 

1921 and was known 

as the Rink Theatre.  

It closed in 1961. 

Photos and caption  

provided by Casino & 

District Historical     

Society 

  

LET THE INKY KNOW: Send us funeral notices, photos and your stories. If youôd like to write       

something for Richmond Valley Inky, send an email to indynr.com@gmail.com and pitch your idea. 

Weôd love to see more community contributions. Maybe you have a recipe youôd like to share, or a 

photo of something you made, or you can tell us how you met your partner or friend for the How We 

Met section.  

RIGHT: The Roads & Traffic Authority building was constructed 

on the site in 2007. It is now the Cassino Art Gallery. 
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Governor says school community ôtruly inspirationalõ 
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Shelly Hayes wants to 

write your flood stories. 

The retired school    

teacher, pictured right,     

is writing and collecting 

stories about the 2022 

flood experiences of    

people living in Coraki 

and surrounds. 

Shelly feels the stories 

from Coraki residents 

havenôt been told and it 

is important to record 

them for historical      

purposes. 

Shelly has lived in       

Coraki for 15 years and 

had to leave her home when floodwaters rose and 

rose to something ñthatôs never happened before.ò 

Three years on, Shelly remembers how it felt. 

òThe most confronting thing was it felt like youôd 

been assaulted,ò she said. 

òMy house, you think it is impervious , it wasnôt.ò  

In the aftermath of the floods, she volunteered at 

the evac centre and heard many stories about the 

floods. Firstly, she wrote her own story. 

Writing helps Shelly ñfeel not quite alone.ò 

Shelly urges anyone who would like to share their 

story to contact her by email so she can meet with 

them.                                                                           

Her email is shellydenmark55@gmail.com 

(from page 1) Parent Emma Crethar said it 

was great to be back at Broadwater Public 

School. 

ñIt was a battle we didnôt think we were going 

to win for a while,ò she said. 

State Governor Margaret Beazley was at the 

school to celebrate the first day back.        

Richmond Valley mayor Robert Mustow, 

State MP Richie Williamson and councilôs 

general manager Vaughan          Macdonald 

were also at the school on the first day. 

Ms Beazley said, ñWe watched the floods 

from Sydney. To be up here and see what 

community does for each other is truly        

inspirational.ò 

 

Shelly wants to hear your flood stories 
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Farmer wants wetlands back after toxic 

floodwaters destroy crops and trees 
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Our property lies on the floodplain at Swan Bay. 

Thearles Drain cuts through it about 2km from 

the river. There are also other drains running off 

Thearles Drain, some of which have been capped 

off at the main drain. 

Over 30 hectares of trees were planted in July last 

year. The recent flood was about 2m deep which 

was a lot less that the 5m depth of 2022. 

Unfortunately, when the rain stopped, the sun 

came out and it was hot. It rained again and now 

it is hot again. Thearles Drain had gone from 

black to green and now back to black. Because   

the sky is blue the photo, to the right, doesnôt    

really show how black the water is. 

The Richmond River is too high at present to      

allow the water to escape so as you can see the 

drain is spilling out over the land. 

This dead cane, below, is the area to the left of the 

drain. It is young cane which has fared badly.  

The paddock of soybean adjacent to the cane has 

not fared any better. There is just nothing left. 

That was a healthy crop in front of the trees. 

Inside the cardboard boxes, which have now been 

underwater three times, are trees that were    

planted in July. It looks like most are dead, but we 

donôt know. Some might just come back, up to a 

year later. The dead grass and black water are   

depressing. I pulled the cardboard back to look 

inside. What I saw didnôt inspire me. 

More alarmingly, I inadvertently touched my   

eyelid. A bit later it started to burn and did so un-

til it was washed with saliva. Thatôs some pretty 

serious acid. 

This is very sad but not as devastating for us as 

the poor farmer next door. He just purchased the 

property and was trying to get some cash back. 

Thatôs gone and we expect another deluge in two 

daysô time which will increase the water levels 

again. 

This water, this dead, black, oxygen consuming 

water will keep flowing down to Ballina for             

another two weeks. What hope for fish?              

Devastated farmers, devastated fishers. We must 

reinstate the wetlands and compensate the       

farmers. The time has come. Enough is enough. 

¢ƘŜŀǊƭŜǎ 5Ǌŀƛƴ ŀǘ {ǿŀƴ .ŀȅΦ 
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Animal charity opens op shop in Evans 
Northern  Rivers Animal   

Services op shop has opened 

on Canberra Road, Evans 

Head.  

The animal rescue charity  

uses money made at the op 

shop to rehome cats and dogs 

and to subsidise desexing and 

for rehoming adopted pets. 

The charity is run mostly by 

volunteers who help with the 

rescue and rehoming of pets. 

Drop off donations Tuesdayð

Saturday at 10amð3pm.  If 

you canôt make this time call 

the shop on 0477 942 461. 

C¦b9w![ bh¢L/9{  

Email funeral notices to     

indynr.com@gmail.com  

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bw!{ ƻǇ ǎƘƻǇ ƛƴ 9Ǿŀƴǎ IŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ рΦ   
tƘƻǘƻΥ {ǳǎŀƴƴŀ CǊŜȅƳŀǊƪ 

On the indynr.com website, 

there is a tab under the 

community section where 

all funeral notices are           

located. 

We offer publication of 

these funeral notices for 

free online and in print. 

Weôve heard many people 

say they want to know what 

funerals are on and this is 

why weôre happy to publish 

your funeral notice for free. 

 



tŀƎŜ с wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ bŜǿǎ INKY

                    

Local news in pictures 
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