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• SUSANNA FREYMARK 

Andrew Battistuzzi bends over 

the metal smoker he has set up 

at the farmers market at     

Crawford Square Park. 

He smokes some Wardell pies to 

boost their flavour. 

“I whack them in,” he said as he 

slides a stout and chunky steak 

pie in for a smoking before the 

pies go into a hot display at his 

stall. 

Andrew grew up on a 2ha    

property in Casino.  

He is now a licensed butcher 

from Yorklea. He used to work 

at the Casino meatworks before 

starting his own private busi-

ness – Fowl Rabbit Home 

Butcher. 

For years, he helped his wife   

Alison Battistuzzi at her spices 

stall at the farmers market.     

Alison died in October last year 

from cystic fibrosis and her     

funeral was held at the market.  

“I try to make some of her spices 

and sauces as a legacy to           

Alison. I use some of her Texas 

Rub spice on the chicken.” 

Andrew makes unique meat 

products such as smoked honey 

chorizo sausages, pizza sausages 

and Hungarian sausages. 

Andrew can be contacted at 

Yorklea or visit him at the        

Casino Lions Farmers market 

every Saturday 8am–11am at 

Crawford Square Park, South 

Casino. 

Call Andrew on 
0458 006 624 or 
6663 7281. 

INSIDE THE INKY:  ANZAC DAY EVENTS   

Snag some spicy meat
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LOOKING BACK:  

NOTE: Send contributions, letters, photos for inclusion in The Inky to the editor at indynr.com@gmail.com. Inky is a project funded by the NSW 
Government Regional Media Fund. Copyright: All content in The Inky including news stories, photographs, advertising material and artwork  is   
subject to copyright and may not be used in part or full without the written consent of the publisher IndyNR.com Pty Ltd.                                              
E: indynr.com@gmail.com   Go to www.indynr.com for up to date news from Richmond Valley and Kyogle. 

Walker Street when horses roamed 

LET THE INKY KNOW: Send us funeral notices, photos and your stories. If you’d like to write       

something for Richmond Valley Inky, send an email to indynr.com@gmail.com and pitch your idea. 

We’d love to see more community contributions.  

ABOVE: Walker Street looking from Canterbury Street towards the Mafeking Lamp circa 1895. The 

streets were unsealed, there were horses in the street and there was a gas light in the middle of the 

street.                                                                        Supplied by Casino & District Historical Society 



A diary from a Casino soldier was 

donated to the Evans Head Living 

Museum. 

The soldier wrote about the      

midnight landing and the First 

Australian Infantry Forces charge up the steep 

hill at Anzac Cove on April 25, 1915. 

Private Volney George McInnes Service Number 

695 from Casino enlisted at Lismore in 1914, and 

was immediately taken into the Australian Army 

Infantry Forces 9th Battalion D Corp. 

He and his Battalion sailed from Port Melbourne 

in 1914 for Egypt, before embarking on two troop 

ships for the Dardanelles ahead of the landing at 

Anzac Cove. 

He wrote: 

“When the Third Brigade made the gallant 

charge up the hills from the open beach on      

Gallipoli, driving the Turks before them and   

winning their great position which Australians 

now hold firmly.” 

He wrote about the soldiers he met from Grafton, 

Casino, Lismore, Ballina and Byron Bay. 

The first entry in his diary had a special request – 

that if he was to die it was his wish that his diary 

be returned to his sister in Casino. 

Two months after landing at Anzac Cove, Private 

McInnes was killed in action on June 24, 1915, 

and he is buried at the Beach Cemetery there will 

his other brave Anzacs. He was 23. 

The Evans Head Living Museum has started the 

process of copying the diary and sending the     

images to the National Archives of Australia, 

where it’s hoped they will be added to Private     

McInnes’s War Service 

Records, which are 

available online. 

The Evans Head Living 
Museum, next to the 
beach kiosk, will be 
open on Anzac Day at 
10am–1pm. 

Anzac Day events on 
page 4. 

 

Soldier’s diary on display at museum 

The diary of Casino soldier Private Volney George McInnes is on display at the Evans Head Living Museum. 
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The diary from 1915. Story 
provided by Evans Head 
Living Museum 
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BROADWATER: 5.30am: Assemble at Broadwater 

Community Hall for service and breakfast. 

CASINO: 5.15am: Assemble at Casino RSM Club for 

march to Mafeking Lamp for a 5.30am service. 10am: 

Assemble at Graham Place for a 10.15am march to 

Casino RSM Club. 4.55pm: Short service at the Mafe-

king Lamp. 

CORAKI: 9.30am: Assemble at the Coraki Hotel for 

march to cenotaph in Memorial Park. 

EVANS HEAD: 5.20am: Assemble on Woodburn 

Street near the bus stop for march to Memorial Park 

for a 5.30am service. 9.45am: Assemble on Park 

Street for march at 10am and service at Club Evans in 

McDonald Place.  

RAPPVILLE: 5.30am: Dawn service at the Anzac Me-

morial in Nandabah Street. 10am: Assemble at 

Rappville Post Office for a march to the Anzac Memo-

rial for a 10.30am service. 

WOODBURN: 9.45am: Assemble at the old          

Wodburn Post Office and march to Riverside Park. 

ANZAC DAY EVENTS 

The busy time for events in Richmond 
Valley is May–August. Mark these 
events in your calendar because you 
won’t want to miss them. 

The events are: 

Casino Country Music                
Muster  April 29–May 3 

Primex Field Days  May 15–17 

Beef Week Festival May 24–   June 1 

Evans Head Fishing Classic           

July 4–July 11 

Australian Cattle Dog              
Championships  July 17– July 20 

Casino Truck Show August 2 

Richmond Valley Council contributes to 
these events through financial            
sponsorship and in-kind support.  

Cash sponsorship for the events comes 
to $73,000, with in-kind support       
coming to $80,000. 

Six big events coming to town 
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Plumber presents plan for flood levee 
• SUSANNA FREYMARK 

Ian Brown is a plumber who has 

lived in Coraki for 55 years who 

presented a flood levee proposal 

at the Richmond Valley Council 

April meeting. 

He reckons his proposal could 

reduce the backwater from 

floods at Coraki. 

“A levee bank should go from 

the council owned Peterson’s 

Quarry driveway, across the 

swamp  towards the NBN tower 

on Henderson Street, a distance 

of approximately 850–900     

metres long and 3-4 metres high 

with an auger or axial flow 

pump and floodgate if needed,” 

Mr Brown said. 

The Coraki plumber has thought 

through the details of how the 

levee bank would work. 

“The council could build the   

levee out of a product called 

overburden (there is over 1    

million tonnes out at the      

quarry already).” 

Mr Brown said about 40-50,000 

tonnes would be needed and 

could be trucked straight out the 

front gate and across the 

swamp. 

“So, transport and material 

costs would be at the lowest end 

of the cost scale,” he said.  

“It could be capped with dirt 

and grassed over to allow cattle 

to graze on it when completed. 

“This levee bank would stop all 

the backwater from entering the 

town and flooding the sewers in 

Grenfell, Martin and Alwood 

streets, which then becomes a 

potential health issue for    

council.” 

Mr Brown said Coraki floods 

easily, and he isn’t talking about 

the 2002 flood. He said there 

would be more investment in 

the town if people knew that 

they were not going to be       

flooded by every river rise. 

Mr Brown said he spoke to the 

head engineer of the CSIRO   

after the 2022 flood about his 

levee proposal and other forms 

of mitigation that were out of 

town. He is keen, like many, to 

see the CSIRO flood  mitigation 

paper due in July. 

 “My question to the council is,  

if Coraki receives a non-

favourable outcome because 

other parts of the Northern   

Rivers receive the bulk of the       

money, what is the council going 

to do for our community to stop 

the backwater continually  

flooding the lower part of town? 

“To me it is a relatively easy fix. 
It just needs the council, Rous 
County Council and politicians 
to have the political will to do 
some important infrastructure 
work for our community,” Mr 
Brown said. 

Resident Bianca Rayner with Ian Brown at council chambers in Casino. 
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Local news in pictures 

ABOVE: In our series of ads to promote 
the Casino Lions Farmers Market, local  
Maryann Hoffman is featured. She is a 
regular market goer. 

ABOVE: Hemlocks Bookshop & Coffee in Woodburn has re-
duced the price of a cup of coffee from $4.70 to $4.50. Cafe 
owner Candice McLaughlin said it was “something to 
brighten everyone’s day.”                                                
BELOW: Elaina Underhill and her mother Michelle went to 
the Sydney Swans AFL HQ. Elaina was contacted by the 
Swans to give a presentation to the players about her fund-
raising for the Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service. Below 
are pics from her visit. Photos: Contributed 
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Ingredients 

180g butter softened                     
1 cup caster sugar                            
1 teaspoon vanilla extract             
1 egg                                                  
2 ½ cups all purpose flour        
1/2 teaspoon baking powder     
1/3 cup honey 

Instructions 

Preheat the oven to 180C and 
line two baking trays with     
baking paper. Place the butter,   
sugar and vanilla in a large bowl 

and use an electric mixer to beat 
until light and creamy. Add the 
egg and beat well. Add the flour 
and baking powder and mix to 
form a smooth dough (adjust 
with  extra flour or a small 
amount of water if required). 
Roll the mixture into medium 
balls and place 2.5cm apart on 
prepared trays. Bake for 10 
minutes, remove from oven, and 
then   using the end of a wooden 
spoon make an indent in the 
centre of each cookie. Fill each 
indent with ¼ teaspoon of     
honey then return to the oven 

and bake until light brown on 
the edges about 5 to 7 mins (do 
not leave in too long as honey 
will cook out. If it does just top 
it up).                                            
Eat and enjoy. 

RECIPE: Honey Drops by Debbie Reid 

WHAT I MADE: Soy candles by Nic 
 WHAT’S ON AT 
OUR LIBRARIES 

ADULT COLOURING IN  
10.30am-11.30am                
On the second Thursday 
and fourth Tuesday of each 
month, join the group at 
Casino Library. 

LET’S PAINT ROCKS 
10.30am                                
At Evans Head Library for 
ages 5-12 years. 

CASINO MOVIE CLUB         
On the first Friday of the 
month. Doors open at 
9.30am. Movie starts at 
10am. Light refreshments 
available. Phone for a book-
ing on 6660 0250. 

CREATE MAKE SHARE       
Join us this month to make 
some coffee themed cards. 
Everything is supplied free 
of charge. For  more          
information or to make a 
booking phone Casino     
Library on 6660 0250. 

Sharon and Grant Savins are       

regulars at local markets where 

they sell Soy Candles by Nic. 

Sharon said they make the candles 

from 100% soy that they buy   

wholesale. 

“Soy candles are less carcinogenic 

and better for the environment,” 

Sharon said. 

Candles start from $15 and go up   

to $35 for the extra large ones. 

Sharon and Grant have their       

candles for sale at Casino Lions 

Farmers Market and the Evans 

Head Rotary Market on this        

Saturday, April  26. 

“We love the vibe at Evans Head,” 

Sharon said. 

They also help organise the Casino 

Gold Club markets. 

They’ve been doing Beef Week for 

13 years. 

We both work fulltime and doing 

the markets is a hobby, Sharon 

said. 

Say g’day to Grant and Sharon at 

their candle stall at the markets.  

ABOVE: Soy Candles by Nic stall. INSET: Grant and Sharon Savins. 



Advertisement 
 (19.4cm wide x 7.8cm high) 
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Questions  

from quizzes  

past 
Quizmaster John James Maloney 
has 10 new questions for you. 

QUESTIONS 

1 In Australia, what was or is a 
hope chest or glory box? 

2. Bungawalbin is in what local 
government area? 

3 What singer was nicknamed the 
Material Girl? 

4 A person having rhinoplasty is 
having medical treatment on what 
part of the body? 

5 Marie Curie was the first woman 

to win what prestigious prize in 
1903? 

6 What is the capital of Ukraine? 

7 What does SPF in sunscreen 
stand for? 

8 What is calligraphy? 

9 In what year of the 1990s was the 
World Wide Web opened up to the 
general  public? 

10 You have to visit what city to 
view the famous artwork Mona   
Lisa? 

Answers below (no peeking). 

Here are some dates to put on 

your calendar 

EVERY FRIDAY                      

2.30pm–6.30pm 

EVANS HEAD FARMERS     

MARKET 

At surf club, Evans Head 

EVERY SATURDAY                      

8am–11am 

CASINO FARMERS MARKET 

Crawford Square Park, Casino 

SUNDAY, May 11            

7.30am-2pm  

CASINO GOLF CLUB MARKETS 

Lots of stalls at the Golfy 

May 15-17  

PRIMEX                                  

Casino  

May 18–25 

CASINO BEEF WEEK  

June 14                                       

All day                                      

LITERARY ALLSORTS              

KMI Hall, Kyogle 

WEDNESDAY, August 27 

7.30pm-9pm                                  

AHN DO– THE HAPPIEST     

REFUGEE LIVE                               

Casino Civic Hall                   

161             

Canterbury 

Street, Casino 

Tickets 

$69.90 

  COMING  

EVENTS 

 
E: indynr.com@gmail.com 

P: 0431 406 054 
www.indynr.com 

QUIZ  
ANSWERS 

1 A wooden sometimes ornately carved box in which a young woman kept many useful things for 
when she got married. 2 Richmond Valley. 3 Madonna. 4 The nose. 5 The Nobel Prize. 6 Kyiv or 
Kiev. 7 Sun protection factor. 8. Beautiful hand lettering, ornate handwriting, often with a quill and 
ink or a nib pen. 9 1993. 10 Paris, France. 

Printed copies of The Inky can be read at Casino and Evans Head libraries and at Sensational Crafts at 125 

Barker St, Casino. Parkview Funeral Homes also prints copies for customers to read. Encourage your local 

cafe to print the Inky. It’s free to everyone. Go to www.indynr.com and at the top of the page there is a 

button  READ THE INKY. You pay for the photocopying. Enjoy reading local news. 

This quiz will screen you to see whether  

you're bound for glory 

The 2025 Norco Primex opens 9am to 4pm on 
Thursday, May 15, Friday, May 16 and Saturday, 
May 17.  

There will  be lots to see and do including the   
Wildlife Twins, chefs on stage, working dog     

trials and sale, farm animal nursery, agtech including drones, a  special gi-
ant fish tank, vintage machinery display, the dinky di train, and a range of 
demonstrations.  

Tickets: one-day pass $20, three-day pass $45. Children under 12 free, 12-
17 day pass $10 + three-day pass $20. Go to primex.net.au 


