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/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛƎǎ ǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢± ǎǘŀǊ DǊŀƴǘ 5ŜƴȅŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƘƻƻǝƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊŎƘŜŀǇ !ǳǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƛƴ YȅƻƎƭŜΚ tƘƻǘƻΥ {ǳǎŀƴƴŀ CǊŜȅƳŀǊƪ  

Hairlarious film shoot 
{¦{!bb! Cw9¸a!wY 

There were a lot of wigs and fast cars in Kyogle on 

May 23-25. Taxi Productions was shooting a new 

Supercheap Auto commercial in the CBD and the 

extras were dressed in 70s gear with 70s hair ï 

hence the wigs. TV personality Grant Denyer was 

dressed as a policeman wearing a floppy wig and a 

big smile. He was happy to pose with the extras ï 

most of them were from Kyogle. 

For three days, race cars were skidding around 

corners and revving up the main street, smoke 

coming from the exhausts as locals watched the 

filming. There were 25 cameras, and more than 

100 people were part of the crew. 

Daveôs Bakehouse even got a 70s makeover with 

the signage changed out front. The HART       

building was transformed into a cop shop. 

Director Reece Moger said his family has owned a 

farm out Bonalbo way for 25 years. Itôs what made 

him want to shoot in Kyogle. 

The welcoming attitude of Kyogle Council has 
made filming much easier, he said. 
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Fishing for answers on sudden 

campground closure by WaterNSW 

ω {¦{!bb! Cw9¸a!wY 

ñYour voice is your power,ò Kyogle mayor       
Danielle Mulholland said at a meeting organised 
by the Kyogle Fishing Club on May 26  

More than 50 people were at the Kyogle Bowling 
Club to discuss the imminent closure of Bells Bay 
campground at Toonumbar Dam. 

Fishing club president Barry Reeves said 
WaterNSW had given four weeks' notice on the 
closure of the popular fishing and camping spot 
at Bells Bay. 

Ms Mulholland said the council was disappointed 
that WaterNSW chose to close the site. 

State MP Janelle Saffin said the announced        
closure is caused by long-term neglect. 

ñAs the local MP I have to say that I am very dis-
appointed,ò Ms Saffin said. ñGiving four weeks' 
notice is not good enough. Give Kyogle Council 
time to work on a plan.ò 

Fisher Jack Langdon said heôs been fishing at 
Toonumbar Dam for 27 years. 

ñWe contacted WaterNSW about no electricity in 
the caretaker's cottage (used by the fishing club),ò 
he said. ñThere is a culvert that is dangerous and 
could fail and thereôs a tree branch that needs to 
be removed.ò 

The fishing club thought it was doing the right 
thing by letting WaterNSW know about these    
issues. 

ñThey came back and said thereôs no money to fix 
these issues,ò Mr Langdon said. /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ п 

YȅƻƎƭŜ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ /ƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ .Ŝƭƭǎ .ŀȅΦ  
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Aperitivo vs. Happy Hour:              
Who Does It  Better? 

 
How does Italyôs elegant aperitivo culture          
compare to Australiaôs casual pub drinks? 

When the clock strikes five, both Italians and 
Australians know itôs time to unwind, but how 
they do it couldnôt be more different. 

In Italy, aperitivo is a ritual steeped in elegance. 
Originating in Milan, itôs less about drinking and 
more about social connection.  

Between 6-8pm, locals gather at stylish bars for a 
low-alcohol spritz or Negroni (my favourite   
cocktail ever), served with complimentary nibbles 
like olives, cheeses, and crostini. Itôs a civilised 
affair, a warm-up to dinner rather than a night 
out. 

In contrast, Australiaôs happy hour is an       

unabashed celebration of mateship and good 

value. Found in pubs across the country, it   

often means discounted beers, wines, and 

house spirits. Finger food is optional; the vibe 

is relaxed and loud, perfect after a long day at 

work or a weekend catch-up. 

So, who does it better? It depends. Italy wins on 

ambience and sophistication; Australia             

triumphs in its laid-back charm and inclusivity. 

One is an art form, the other a social staple. 

Either way, whether you're sipping an  Aperol 

spritz in  Venice or a 

schooner at the local 

pub in Kyogle, both 

traditions remind us 

of lifeôs simple         

pleasures: good   

company and a       

well-earned drink. 
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WaterNSW deemed it 
unsafe and said it will 
close Bells Bay. 

Deputy mayor John 
Burley said there 
should be a long term 
vision for this project. 

ñThis is a jewel in the 
Kyogle tourism area,ò 
he said. 

ñThe government is 
saying mental health is 
a big issue. There is no 
better thing for men 
than to go fishing and 
camping.ò 

The campground isnôt 
the only issue. At the 
entrance to Toonumbar 
Dam is a set of         
buildings that have 
been used as a retreat 
but  are now            
abandoned  and run 
down. These cabins are 
so ruined it is likely 
they will need to be 
knocked down. 

A grant of $600,000 
from WaterNSW was 
promised to Kyogle 
Council to do up the 
site. Council could    
then offer it for sale or 
lease it to someone to          

operate the Toonumbar 
Waters Retreat. 

At the meeting, Ms 
Mulholland said that 
funding has now been 
taken back. 

ñTheyôve decided to 
close up shop,ò she 
said. 

Ms Mulholland said she 
was going to Sydney to 
meet with Minister for 
Water Rose Jackson. 

I will advocate for a     
12-month transition 
phase to allow the 
council to discuss this, 
Ms Mulholland said. 

Mr Burley said the     
closure would impact 
the whole community 
not just the fishing club 
members. 

YȅƻƎƭŜ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ /ƭǳō       

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ   

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǿƭƻΦ 
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Lions lifeline for rural families  

Itôs World Hunger Day today, May 

28 and the Kyogle Lions Club is 

proud to spotlight the community 

collaboration behind their local food 

initiative that supports nearly 900 

families across the Kyogle region. 

The project runs on local kindness 

from farmers donating fresh           

vegetables and other local donations, 

with the town chemist and Vinnies 

issuing vouchers. Together, they turn 

compassion into action. 

Kyogle Lions Club member and 

Community Food Pantry project    

coordinator Roz Knights said the 

Kyogle Lions Community Food     

Pantry was born when the Club was 

asked to take over a small 50 square 

metre church-run pantry.  

ñRecognising the growing need in 

their rural region, the Lions sought 

out a larger space and thanks to the 

generosity of a philanthropic       

landlord, were able to relocate to a 

new 220sq m site to expand              

operations.ò  

Since then, the project has grown ï 

what started with a few helping 

hands now involves 41 local staff and 

11 Lions volunteers, contributing 

more than 220 hours of service each 

week. Each week, the pantry           

distributes about 3 tonnes of food, 

thanks in part to its partnership with     

.9 ¢9/I {!±±¸  
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!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ YȅƻƎƭŜ 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ YȅƻƎƭŜ 
aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻƴ .ƭƻƻǊŜ 
{ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ     
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ YȅƻƎƭŜ 
CŀǊƳŜǊǎ aŀǊƪŜǘΦ  

¢ƘŜ Lƴƪȅ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ 
ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ōǳǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ 
ǇǊƛƴǝƴƎ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ                         
ǇƘƻǘƻŎƻǇȅƛƴƎΦ  
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Foodbank. Families receive 

groceries at dramatically       

reduced prices ï often $300 

worth of food for what would 

otherwise cost more than 

$900 at a major supermarket.  

ñWeôve grown from a small act 

of service to a region-wide 

food network,ò Roz said. 

For more information visit  
www.lionsclubs.org.au 
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Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
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¢ƻƻƭƻƻƳ CŀƭƭǎΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ .Ŝƭƭ 

wLDI¢Υ WŜǎǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǘƻƻƪ 
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ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎΦ                             

tƘƻǘƻΥ {ŀǊŀƘ DƻǊŘƻƴ 


