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Cheers to Casino’s own beer 

called Red Steer lager that will 

be launched at the Commercial 

Hotel on May 23. 

Red Steer lager will be on tap 

and sold in cans in a four-pack. 

Hotel group general manager 

Diego Godoy said there was no 

brand recognition of Casino and 

this prompted him to come up 

with Red Steer lager. 

“It’s a deep palate with a slight 

hoppy taste like a traditional   

lager,” Diego said. 

Red Steer is brewed by Casino 

local Grant Smith at Two Mates 

Brewing. Grant has lived in     

Casino for 11 years and raised 

seven children with his wife who 

has lived in Casino for 20 years. 

Grant teamed up with Andrew 

Newton from Wollongbar five 

years ago and created Two      

Mates Brewing in South         

Lismore. (Andrew and Grant are 

pictured above). 

Diego approached us for a      

collab, Grant said. Being local, 

he had always envisioned a local 

beer for Casino. 

“We tweaked one of our core 

lines to make it unique to the 

Casino market,” Grant said. 

“The characteristics around 

craft beer have to appeal to the 

everyday drinker and have a 

connection to the region,”    

Grant said. 

Diego and Two Mates decided 

on a lager because 85% of the 

population drinks lager, Grant 

said.                                     
(continued on page 4)          

INSIDE THE INKY:  LOCAL SENIORS AWARDS  

Beers are brewing in Casino
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LOOKING BACK:  

NOTE: Send contributions, letters, photos for inclusion in The Inky to the editor at indynr.com@gmail.com. Inky is a project funded by the NSW 
Government Regional Media Fund. Copyright: All content in The Inky including news stories, photographs, advertising material and artwork  is   
subject to copyright and may not be used in part or full without the written consent of the publisher IndyNR.com Pty Ltd.                                              
E: indynr.com@gmail.com   Go to www.indynr.com for up to date news from Richmond Valley and Kyogle. 

Church was first brick building in town 

LET THE INKY KNOW: Send us funeral notices, photos and your stories. If you’d like to write       

something for Richmond Valley Inky, send an email to indynr.com@gmail.com and pitch your idea. 

We’d love to see more community contributions.  

LEFT: The first 

Catholic Church in 

Casino was built in 

1876 and it is said to 

be the first brick 

building in Casino. 

INSET: The present 

St Mary’s Church with 

the interior painted in 

art deco was opened in 

1941 at the same site as 

the first church.  

Supplied by Casino 

& District Historical 

Society 



 

Awards for seniors who do 

so much for our community 

Senior Local  Achievement Awards recipients Bill Evans, Laszlo Biro, State MP Richie Williamson, Elaine Trustum and Darryl 
Clifford. Photo: Contributed 
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State MP Richie Williamson presented Seniors   

Local Achievement Awards in Casino to Bill        

Evans, Elaine Trustum, Darryl Clifford and     

Laszlo Biro. 

Bill Evans has been a member of the local         

volunteer rescue squad for the past 40 years. He  

is also a life member of the local military museum 

and historical society. Bill has spent over half his 

life serving his community. He dedicated his 

award to his wife Kay to acknowledge her            

unwavering support throughout the past decades. 

Elaine Trustum supports her granddaughter 

Millie Trustum in fundraising for childhood      

cancer. Elaine is a  retired nurse who worked in 

Campbell Hospital in Coraki and Casino Memorial 

Hospital for 50 years. She is a member of the     

Coraki CWA. In 2020, Elaine and her husband   

donated a cow and calf to be auctioned for The 

Kids Cancer Project, raising more than $3600. 

Elaine has knitted hundreds of Barbie outfits and 

made hundreds of tote bags from animal stock 

feed bags raising about $2000 each year for the 

project. Elaine cooks dozens of sponge cakes,    

slices and biscuits and helps to arrange raffle    

prizes from local businesses. The morning tea 

raises more than $7000 each year. 

Laszlo Biro spends much of his time raising the 

profile of Cassino Art Gallery together with the  

local artistic community. His unselfish approach 

to the task of raising the profile of the gallery     

directly contributed to positive change at the      

gallery throughout 2024. An example of this is the 

Clarence Gets Creative exhibition held at the     

gallery where inmates from the Clarence             

Correctional Centre were able to share their art 

works with the community.  

Darryl Clifford has been a Legatee with Far 

North Coast Club for 30 years and has assisted 

many widows and children through some very   

difficult times. Darryl has been a member of the 

Casino RSL Sub Branch for 50 years, joining on 

his return from Vietnam. He has held the position 

of treasurer and assistant treasurer during this 

time. He currently holds the position of assistant 

treasurer. He volunteers at the military museum 

in   Casino. Darryl is a Justice of the Peace. 
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(from page 1) 

Red Steer is 4.8% alcohol which makes it a heavy 

beer. 

“Most lagers are made out of a rice base,” Grant 

said. 

Red Steer has a rice syrup base instead, like most 

of the beers Two Mates brew. 

Two Mates Brewing achieved some notoriety after 

the 2022 floods when water came right into the 

premises. They’ve bounced back and supply beer 

locally and outside the region. 

“I applaud what Diego is doing,” Grant said about 

the Commercial Hotel’s upgrade. 

“There’s been a gap in the social scene in Casino.” 

He hopes the beer will become known outside  

Casino too. 

Diego plans to have some Red Steer merchandise.  

“We will have hats and tshirts,”  he said. 

“To make sure people know it’s from Casino. 

“And so they have a souvenir when they leave 

town.” 

A Red Steer lager will cost between $7 and $7.50 

for a schooner.  

The price is 

still being      

finalised. 

The Beef Week 

committee has 

announced a 

special beer for 

this year’s     

festival. 

Locals got to try the Beef Week beer on Anzac Day 

at Casino Golf Club where it was given a trial run.  

The Beef Week beer is brewed in Brisbane by   

Ballistic Brewing Company.   

More details to come from the committee on the 

availability of the beer.  

On tap and in cans 

 

Dog trials at Primex named after working 

dog champ Robert Johnston 
Anyone who knows anything 

about working dogs will know 

about Robert Johnston. Robert 

won many national and local       

titles with his renowned working 

dogs that he trained at Tatham. 

Robert died in August 2022     

but his name lives on with the 

Northern Rivers Veterinary   

Service Robert Johnston         

Memorial Dog Trial to be held   

at Primex this year. 

T&W McCormack is running the 

dog trials and auctioneer Jack 

Maloney said they had been   

toying with the idea of running a 

dog trial named after Robert for 

a while.   

On Thursday, May 15, there are 

working dog demos at 9.30am, 

11.30am, 1pm and 2.30pm. On 

Friday, May 16 is the Robert 

Johnston Memorial Dog Trial 

with 65 working dogs. The trials 

on Friday start at 7am and the     

final will at about 3pm. On      

Saturday, May 17, there is the 

Joe Leven Demo at 9.30am     

followed by the Dog Sale           

Pre-works at 10am.  
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RECIPE: Got chokos? Make some soup 

Lotto and gift shop starts petition 
to get RSM to reconsider lease 

 WHAT’S ON AT 
OUR LIBRARIES 

BOOK DISCUSSION 
GROUPS                           

Share your love of       
reading  at Casino Library 
on May 13 and at Evans 
Head Library on May 27. 

CASINO MOVIE CLUB         
On the first Friday of the 
month. Doors open at 
9.30am. Movie starts at 
10am. Light refreshments 
available. Phone for a book-
ing on 6660 0250. 

BEN’S BOOK CLUB          
Tuesday, May 27 7.30pm 
This is a Zoom event where 
Ben Hobson will interview 
author Christine Gregory 
about her book The        
Community. 

Casino Library 6660 0250 

Evans Head Library        
6660 0374 

 

● SUSANNA FREYMARK 

David Mcllwain and his wife Cheryl 
have been running Luci Macs Lotto 
and Gifts in the RSM Shopping      
Centre, Canterbury Street Casino for 
more than 16 years. 

Now he fears, that is about to end 
because he was told his lease will not 
be renewed and he has to shut up 
shop.  

Here is a summary of 
Mr McIlwain’s           
statement:  

“This is more than just 
a commercial endeav-
our — it’s a labor of 
love, a service to the 
community, and a source of             
livelihood for my dedicated staff.  

“However, we’re now standing on the 
precipice of eviction, threatened by   
a decision made by the Board of        
Directors of the RSM Club. If this  
decision isn’t reconsidered, it’s not 
just a personal loss for me and my 
team, but a disruption of the fabric of 
our local community, severing con-
nections built over years of service, 
trust, and friendship.   

The petition has hundreds of          
signatures. 

RSM chief executive John Walker 
said the lease for the shop next to 

Coles supermarket actually expired 
about three years ago.  

“They have chosen for their own     
reasons not to renew it but remain 
on month to month tenancy,” Mr   
Walker said.  

“The Club has chosen to not allow 
that situation to continue and has 
given the tenant notice.” 

Mr Walker said the shop 
next to Luci Macs has a 
lease that expires at the 
end of July. 

“They do not wish to re-
new, the Club will remod-
el that part of the building 
and install a new tenant,”  

he said. 

Mr McIlwain has stated clearly that 
he does want to renew his lease. 

Mr Walker said it wasn’t clear yet if it 
will be a liquor shop.  

“They (Coles) would need a liquor 
licence,” he said. 

“Should a Coles owned bottle shop be 

considered, it would need to go 

through the standard liquor licensing 

process, which is entirely separate 

from the Club’s decision-making   

authority.” 

Recipe submitted by Sharon Jean  
Ingredients                                              
7 chokos. 2 potatoes, 1 leek (or large 
onion), 1 clove garlic, 1 litre chicken 
or vegetable stock, 150 ml thickened 
cream (or 250ml milk for a less 
creamy/rich version), salt and pepper 
to taste, a little extra thickened cream 
or sour cream, and parsley (optional, 
to garnish) 

Instructions                                         
Peel and chop potatoes into cubes. 
Peel, de-seed and chop chokos. Finely 
slice leek.. Place potatoes, chokos, 
leek, garlic and stock in a saucepan 
and bring to the boil. Boil, uncovered, 
for 30 minutes or until most of the 
liquid has been absorbed. Puree the 
contents of the saucepan in a blender. 
Add cream and heat gently to serve. 
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FUNERAL NOTICES  
Go to the indynr.com website, 

where there is a tab under the 

community section where all    

funeral notices are located. 

We offer publication of these     

funeral notices for free online and 

in print. 

We’ve heard many people say 

they want to know what funerals 

are on and this is why we’re      

happy to publish your funeral  

notices for free here in the Inky 

and online. 
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Local news in pictures 

ABOVE: In our series of ads to promote 
the Casino Lions Farmers Market, local  
Maryann Hoffman is featured. She is a 
regular market goer. 

ABOVE: Ken Weeks from Grafton turned 111. He 
attributes his long life to eating baked beans every 
day. BELOW: Kevin Hogan regained the seat of Page at 
the Federal Election. Kevin Hogan has represented the 
Nationals in Page since 2013. Photos: Contributed 

 

ABOVE: John Mayes and Michael Pontefract on patrol  
for the Evans Head-Casino Surf Club. John has been 
part of Michael’s patrol team for a long time. BELOW: 
The Anzac Day service in Casino. Photos: Contributed 
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QUESTIONS 

1 Arnold, Potsy, Richie, Joanie and 
Mr C were characters in what 1970s 
TV sitcom set in 1950s and 1960s 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin? 

2 What is the joy-related name of a 
2013 hit song from the movie       
Despicable Me by Pharrell           
Williams? 

3 Harry Montague Hammond, an 
Aussie known professionally as 
Happy Hammond, was one of the 
first winners of this annual         
competition in 1959. What was it or 
what did he do? 

4 In March, which Northern        
European country was rated the           
happiest country in the world for 
the eighth year in a row? 

5 What animals were the subject of 
the 2006 animated film Happy 

Feet? 

6 In what decade was the film 
Happy Gilmore released? 

7 An old Australian phrase is    
Happy as who? 

8 Which famous Indian anti-
colonial nationalist who employed 
nonviolent resistance to lead the 
successful campaign for India's    
independence, said Happiness is 
when what you think, what you 
say and what you do are in        
harmony? 

9 Complete the Australian iconic 
food's advertising slogan We're 
happy little...? 

10 A Happy Meal comes from 
which fast food 
chain? 

Answers below      
(no peeking). 

Here are some dates to put 
on your calendar 

EVERY FRIDAY                      
2.30pm–6.30pm 
EVANS HEAD FARMERS     
MARKET 
At surf club, Evans Head 

EVERY SATURDAY                      
8am–11am 
CASINO FARMERS MARKET 
Crawford Square Park,   
Casino 

SATURDAY, MAY 10         
8.30am-4pm                          
ORCHID & FOLIAGE SHOW         
Woodburn Memorial Hall 
On Sunday, May 11 too. 

SUNDAY, May 11            
7.30am-2pm  
CASINO GOLF CLUB       
MARKETS                            
Lots of stalls at the Golfy 

May 15-17  
PRIMEX                                  
Casino  

May 18–25 
CASINO BEEF WEEK  

June 14                                       
All day                                      
LITERARY ALLSORTS              
KMI Hall, Kyogle 

WEDNESDAY, August 27 
7.30pm-9pm                                  
AHN DO– THE HAPPIEST     
REFUGEE LIVE                               
Author Ahn Do at Casino 
Civic Hall, 161 Canterbury 
Street, Casino                  
Tickets $69.90 

  COMING  

EVENTS 

 
E: indynr.com@gmail.com 

P: 0431 406 054 
www.indynr.com 

QUIZ  
ANSWERS 

1 Happy Days. 2 Happy. 3 He was an Australian comedian, radio host, children's television show 
host and producer. His program The Happy Show, won a Logie Award in 1959 (the Logies' first 
year) for Most Popular Children's Show. Hammond won a Logie in 1962 for Outstanding            
Contributions to Children's Entertainment. 4 Finland. 5 Penguins. 6 1990s (1996). 7 Happy as    
Larry (possibly a reference to Larry Foley, a boxing champ and publican in 1800s Sydney).              
8 Mahatma Gandhi. 9 Happy little Vegemites. 10 McDonald's.  Happiness is never having to eat    
chokos. Remember if you want to be happy, be happy ... it's free. 

Printed copies of The Inky can be read at Casino and Evans Head libraries and at 

Sensational Crafts at 125 Barker St, Casino. Parkview Funeral Homes also prints 

copies for customers to read. Encourage your local cafe to print the Inky. ItΩs free 

to everyone. Go to www.indynr.com and at the top of the page there is a button 

READ THE INKY. You pay for the photocopying. Enjoy reading local news. 

Quizmaster John James Maloney has 10 new questions to make you happy. 

QUIZ 


