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Gary and Yvonne Smith at Sensational Crafts in Barker Street Casmo Un/corns not sold at the shop.

SUSANNA FREYMARK

Gary and Yvonne Smith’s shop is
much more than a retail outlet
for scrapbooking and crafts.

”We are more focused on always
keeping this a safe space,”
Yvonne said.

On any day Sensational Crafts in
Barker Street, Casino is open
there are usually several people
gathered around a large table in
the centre of the shop.

They’re busy crafting but they’re
doing more than that — they’re
chatting and connecting while
they make a something for their

grandchildren or themselves.
Yvonne is at hand to assist. She
designs stickers that are cut by a
machine in the shop while she
chats.

Yvonne calls their shop a unicorn
shop — that’s a way of saying it is
rare.

Between Brisbane and Post
Macquarie, we are the only retail
outlet for craft and scrapbooking
materials, she said.

Sensational Craft be more than
a shop because of his “sense of
social justice.’

Their approach has been
recognised again and they are a
finalist in the Australian Small
Business Awards in the arts,
crafts and gifts category.

About 8500 entries were
received across the awards.
Sensational Crafts was a finalist
in 2024.

Yes, you can buy what Sensational They don’t get much more than

Crafts stocks online but then you
miss out on the chat and
connection.

Gary said he is driven to make

(another) trophy if they win but
it is validation for what they do.
Winners are announced in
May.
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90 years for
greyhound club

The Casino Greyhound Club has
celebrated 90 years since the first race
meeting in Casino.

On March 18, 1936, the Casino
Tattersalls Jockey Club ran its
inaugural greyhound racing meeting at
Carrington Park, a venue later renamed
Queen Elizabeth Park.

About 1500 patrons attended that

first day’s racing, and many also
watched from outside with those under 18 not permitted to attend.

Casino club president Mitch Northfield said that was a significant moment for his family.
“My grandfather and his family were there that night, and that’s where it all started for the
Northfields in greyhound racing,” he said.

The use of a mechanical lure on the race track was introduced in 1938, track lighting was
installed in 1978, and in 2015 the grass track was ripped up and replaced by loam, a
$750,000 upgrade. New lights were installed in 2022.

“Probably the most satisfaction in my 20 years as president was putting the sand track
down. We sort of did 90% of that ourselves with our money,” Mr Northfield said.

Twelve races were run on Friday, March 20 with the club boosting prize money with an
additional $2000 added to each race.

Casmo Greyhound Club elebas Photo: Contrlbuted

Have you been to the

CASINO HISTORICAL
MUSEUM

OPEN

10am-2pm on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
Entry $5, Students free

Open by appointment 0478 704 772
Walker Street, Casino (opposite the police station)

NOTE: Send contributions, letters, photos for inclusion in The Inky to the editor at indynr.com@gmail.com. Inky is a
project funded by the NSW Government Regional Media Fund. Copyright: All content in The Inky including news stories,
photographs, advertising material and artwork is subject to copyright and may not be used in part or full without the
written consent of the publisher IndyNR Pty Ltd. E: indynr.com@gmail.com Go to www.indynr.com for up to date news
from Richmond Valley and Kyogle.
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HSC success recogmsed at school

Evans River Community School
has been recognised by the
education department for
academic improvement and
outstanding results in last year’s
HSC.

The recognised schools were
identified from 452 public high
schools with an estimated 40,000
Year 12 students doing their HSC
in 2025.

Schools were identified for
showing consistent growth over
seven years, for showing an

increase in the number of students Evans Rlver School had great HSC success last year.
who achieved higher bands of the

HSC, and for demonstrating strong be achieved when teachers Education Secretary Murat
progress for students across other can focus their time and Dizdar said this is public
bands. expertise in the classroom, education at its best.

Deputy Premier and Minister for providing high-impact “These schools are proof that
Education and Early Learning Prue teaching for their students. great teaching changes lives.
Car said the results show what can  NSW Department of Congratulations Evans River.

Ute crashes
into two parked Bas
cars and ends [ pus"
up on its roof

A white Nissan Navara crashed into two
parked and unattended cars before
coming to rest on its roof along Barker

Street, Casino at 12.30pm on Saturday, e S
March 21. The ute ﬂzpped over. Photo Contrzbuted

Paramedics treated the 18 year old driver e was arrested and taken to Casino Police Station where a
of the Nissan and two passengers — all breath analysis returned a negative result.

males — for minor injuries. The man has been issued with a traffic infringement notice
Police administered a breath test onthe 4 negligent driving.

driver — the holder of a P2 licence. The infringement carries a penalty of $562 and three

The driver returned an alleged positive demerit points.

reading, police said. This information was provided by NSW Police.
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The cutest, little band hall is
available for hire after refurbishment

|
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Tl;é band hall in é&:sino has been refurbished and is available for hire. Photos: Contributed

It’s been closed for awhile but the Casino A bond has to be paid to use the hall which is
Band Hall is now ready to hire through the returned when the venue is left clean, secure
council’s website. and undamaged.

The hall was built in 1946 and its art deco Hire it through the booking system on
interior is stunning. council’s website.

A new timber floor and kitchenette have been Richmond Valley Council also hires out
added to the hall at 15 River Street, Casino. Casino Civic Hall, Casino Community &
People can hire the band hall for small Cultural Centre and the Evans Head Senior
weddings, dance classes, playgroups and Citizens Hall at the same booking site as the
community meetings for $50 an hour. band hall.

Maximum daily charge is $150. This information was provided by

The floor area is 7.4 metres by 11.97. metres. Richmond Valley Council.

Four years after it was
destroyed, Halstead
Drive is open

The drive was destroyed in the
2002 floods and for years it
remained a wreck.

Halstead Drive is on Crown
land and the repairs costing
$2.5million was funded
through the Crown Lands Flood
Recovery Program. It’s open for
walkers to go down to
Richmond River.
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Local news In pictures

LEFT & ABOVE: New citizens

are sworn in at Richmond

Valley Council chambers.
Photos: Contributed

Allan and Helen Trustum
celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary with sons Rodney
and Richie at the Clydesdale
Motel, Casino.

Photos: Susanna Freymark

. |

ABOVE: Fire crews were called to a truck fire on the Pacific Highway south of Woodburn just after
midnight on Wednesday, March 18. It took about seven hours to extinguish the fire and because there
were lithium batteries on the truck, firefighters wore protective gear. Photos: Contributed
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Send your funeral notices and tributes to indynr.com@gmail.com
for inclusion here in the Richmond Valley Inky and online at

indynr.com

Kevin Wharton
‘We are sad to share that our beloved
husband, dad, grandfather and great-
Grandfather, Kevin Wharton, passed
away on 18 March 2026.

A morning tea to celebrate his life will
be held on Saturday, 11 April from 10am
to midday at 575 Woodburn Evans Head
Road, Doonbah.

Family and friends are warmly invited.
Please BYO chairs, if possible.

In Loving Memory
of
BRIAN EDWARD ROONEY

29.06.1970 ~ 13.02.2026

A private family service will be held.

Deb Hurley said:

There's two type of people - those that live in
Casino and those that wish they did.

We are so privileged to live here, the people are
the heart from the town shops to schools and
parks, its all about the people.

Louisa Barton said:

The friendliness of the people and the country
atmosphere.

Vicki Wale said:

No traffic lights.

Kelly Hayman said:

Beef Week and listening to Brenda’s sheer joy in
bringing happiness to Casino as she cruises
around with her incredible smile.
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DOWELL
Jennifer Rae
Jenny”

10.11.1950 - 24.03.2026

Passed away peacefully at her home in Goonellabah surrounded by her loving
family, aged 75 years. Loved and loving wife of Ron for 47 years. Adored mother
of Georgie and, Tim & Kat. Sadly missed by the extended Adamson & Dowell
families.

Family & Friends are invited to the celebration of lenny's life, to be held at “The
Quad®, Keen Street, Lismore, Tuesday 31" March 2026, commencing at 10am.
[As this is an outdoor event, please consider bringing your own seating or
blanket to suit your personal needs). Followed by private cremation.

Those unable to attend with the family in person can do so via the live stream
link:

In lieu of flowers you're welcome to donate in Jenny’s honour to the Cancer
Council via the following link:
https:/finmemory.cancercouncil.com.auffundraisers/warwickbinney/in-
memory-of-jenny-dowell

Q' I}iTII‘II‘\ FAMILY FUNERALS
LISMORE - L

2 Warwick Binney 02 6622 2420

NR.com
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In honour of Brenda Armfield who was famous for
spruiking Casino from her Moke, we’d like to give a
shout out to something positive about Casino in the

Inky each fortnight.

Richmond Valley News INKY



& AT THE
% LIBRARY

25 years at Woollies

EASTER COLOURING
COMPETITION

Four age categories and
an Open Age — Mixed
Media section. The
sections are; 4-7 years,
8-12 years, 13-18 years
and Adult.

P 13 Entries for all categories
back after his stroke. are available at our

ABOVE: Woolworths staff welcoming Paul

BELOW: Paul with his Roosters cap on. Photos: Contributed branch libraries.
Prizes include craft packs
VICKI KUHN Paul does the cleaning at Woollies and gift vouchers, so grab
Paul Kuhn was born intellectually and a I(_)t of people kngw him. your favourite colouring
) After his stroke and his open heart tools and get started.
handicapped so he has never been . . .
surgery which kept him off work Entries close Monday,

able to read or write.
At the age of seven and half our
mother had to make the decision to

for around 12 months, Woolworths  March 30.
kept his job open for him and they

. i . sent get well cards and stories to BOOK DISCUSSION
send him to a college in Morisset i . . .
. i .. keep him positive during his GROUP
Newcastle for special children — it
.. recovery. Of course, he got better Share your love of
was a very hard decision but she i . : :
. and went back to work. It is not as reading at Casino Library
wanted Paul to be independent and .
i . easy for him to get around as at 10.30am on the second
to be able to live on his own. She
before the stroke but the staff at Tuesday of the month.
felt she would not be around for a . .
lona time Woolworths have kept an eye on Next group is on April 14.
g him and encourage him to do his At Evans Head Library at

Paul has worked at St Vincent De
Paul’s. He is well socialised and
has been for a long time. Mum
passed away in 1994,

After this Paul decided he wanted
to earn money for a living. | tried
to explain to him that he was on a
good disability pension and he did
not need to, but he ignored me and
went to a company where he was
given help to find a job.

He got him a job at Woolworths
supermarket in Casino,

He has worked there since and this
Thursday, March 26, the staff are
celebrating his 25 years on the job.

10.30am on the the fourth
Tuesday of the month.
Next one is on April 28.

Phone Casino Library on
6660 0250 and Evans
Head Library on 6660
0374

Get the Inky at —

Casino and Evans Head
Libraries, and at local
cafes

AL
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http://richmondvalley.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/4-7-years-old.png
http://richmondvalley.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/8-12-years-old.png
http://richmondvalley.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/13-18-years-old.png
http://richmondvalley.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Adult-section.png

WHAT’S ON

FRIDAY MARCH 27
10am-noon

OP SHOP FASHION
PARADE

Casino Golf Club
Entry $10

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
11.30-4pm
DUNGARUBBA
COUNTRY MUSIC
Broadwater Community

Quizmaster John James Maloney went a little green with this quiz.

QUESTIONS 6 Larissa Waters is the leader of Hall, entry $5
hich Australian political party?

1 Name two sports you can play on w
the green or gFr)eensy pay 7 In Australian conversation, if EVERY TUESDAY
2 Lorne Greene played the dad Pa  SOMeONE is said to be green Spm—7.30pm
in what TV Western that ran for aroun?d the gills what does it PLAY PICKLEBALL
431 episodes between 1959 and mean: . Casino Indoor Sports

8 The Green Bay Packers is a team .
19737 4 Stadium, Colley Park $6

in what sport?
9 What 1999 film that starred Tom
Hanks and Michael Clarke Duncan = EVERY FRIDAY

3 The French liqueur absinthe can
be colourless or what colour?
4 Green Pigeon is a village in which

had green in the title? 2.30pm-6pm
local government area? i :
5 What American rock band rl]O Whr:cg WEIS(;] smgeé;r had af1967 EVANS HEAD FARMERS
consists of Billie Joe Armstrong, I-:;:nv:at’) reen oreen Lrass o MARKET

Mike Dirnt and Tre Cool? Surf Club carpark

Answers below (no peeking)

DO THE FLYING FOX SVIERY SRR
SURVEY BEFORE MARCH 30 8am-llam

What do you think about flying foxes? =~ CASINO LIONS

Do you live near a colony? FARMERS MARKET
The flying-fox community survey is Crawford Square Park,
live until Monday, March 30. Go to South Casino
indynr.com and find the bat story and

the link for the survey is there.

This project is part of the Flying-Fox EVERY SATURDAY
Habitat Restoration Program assisted =~ 7am-8am
by the NSW Government. CASINO PARKRUN
Queen Elizabeth @ ﬁ
QUIZ 1 Golf, lawn bowls, croquet and no doubt more. 2 Bonanza. Park -

3 Green. 4 Kyogle shire. 5 i. 6 The Australian Greens. 7 They

ANSWERS are unwell and look it. 8 American Football — NFL.9 The
Green Mile. 10 Tom Jones... a man goes to the psychiatrist
and says “Day or night | can’t stop singing Green Green

Grass of Home and Delilah. Inky CONTACT

The psychiatrist looks in a big old book, then says: “You have

a classic case of Tom Jones Syndrome.” E: indynr.com@gmail.com
The man asks “Is it rare, Doc?” P: 0431 406 054
The doctor replies, “I'll put it this way — It's Not Unusual.”

www.indynr.com
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